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Long-Range Planning
for Eugene Pioneer Cemetery

By Quentin A. Holmes, President of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association

Welcome to the new format of the “Spir-
it of The Pioneer” newsletter. It is one of the
changes that you will see over the months
ahead as a result of our long-range plan-
ning. Benjamin Franklin once said, “Failure
to plan is planning for failure.”

Times change, the world changes, and
we ourselves change. Over the past decade,
several of the key individuals leading Eu-
gene Pioneer Cemetery Association and the
Endowment Fund have passed away, and
the rest of us have grown noticeably older.
Time to step back, assess what is working
well and what needs improvement. Time to
share the load with younger minds that are
in touch with how people prefer to receive
information. In this Spring issue of the
Newsletter you will find articles by several

new names—each author writing about
something near and dear to their heart in
our historic Cemetery. Savor the diversity
of topics. Enjoy the opportunity to get
acquainted with the next generation of key
individuals. Rest assured that a small com-
mittee is diligently planning for the long-
range future of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery.

Clockwise from right,
‘Charles Lawson’
blooming in the spring
at the Cemetery;
bagpipers play during
annual Memorial Day
Service; markers are
decorated with flags
and red roses for
Memorial Day.
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Spring 2025

Please join us for
MEMORIAL DAY
SERVICE

Monday,
May 26th, 2025
at 1lam

Annual Rose Sale
& Rose Celebration!

Memorial Day 10-11am
continues after
Memorial Day Service
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var was grafted. When a hard
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the ROS@ By Elaine Sedlack the intended variety would
Qu arter Former EPCA Board Old Garden Roses are die and the rootstock would
- : Member, Cindy Wise, began  referred to by heritage rose grow back. There are at least

an inventory of the roses

in the Cemetery in 2018

and the project has recently
been taken up by Helen Liu
and Elaine Sedlack. Many
hours were spent walking the
Cemetery to create a working
document that now contains
over 270 rose plants! And
there may be more that have
not been identified.

Not only is there a high
number of rose plants at
the Cemetery, but there is a
great diversity of taxonomic
classes. Approximately 64
distinct rose cultivars and
species that belong to 26 of
the approximately 50 recog-
nized classes, are to be found
here. One of the most beau-
tiful and prolific rose plants
in the Cemetery 1s ‘Madame
Caroline Testout’, which
became commercially avail-
able in 1889. At last count,
there were 19 plants of the
Madame!

Madame Caroline Testout

aficionados as OGRs. A rose
is considered to be a heri-
tage rose if it predates 1867.
When a rose is discovered,
and ascertained to be an
OGR, but cannot be identi-
fied, it is given a provisional
study name. The most fre-
quently encountered of these
roses (referred to as “found
roses”) has been given the
whimsical, and appropriate
study name of “Old Red
Runaround”. It is an early
China/Gallica hybrid, prob-
ably from the 19th Century,
but its origin is lost. It is
found in more cemeteries
and old homesteads than
any other old rose. There are
a number of these here. A
division of one was recently
planted on Board Member
George Beebe’s family plot.

four roses that were used

as rootstock growing in the
Cemetery: the wild European
dog rose, Rosa canina,

Rosa chinensis ‘Odorata’

—a Chinese hybrid, likely
ancient; ‘Manetii’, an Italian
hybrid from 1835; and ‘de
la Grifferaie’, from 1845,
named for a French castle.
This is the rose on Hugh
Carter’s grave. Surprisingly,
the most commonly found
rootstock rose of all, an

old red variety named ‘Dr.
Huey’, is not here. Still, the
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery is
a pretty rosy place!

Elaine Sedlack worked at the UC
Berkeley Botanical Garden for 31
years, where she was in charge

of the Asian collection. Her areas
of expertise are rhododendrons,
Asian maples, and roses. After
retiring to Eugene in 2015, Elaine
founded the Eugene Heritage Rose
Group. She is passionate about
old garden roses.

Some of the roses grow-
ing in the Cemetery were
commonly used as rootstock
upon which a specific culti-

A Winter Sanctuary

By James Grimm

Cherie grew up in Southern California and her
family later resettled in Crescent City. It was there
that she discovered nature and the beauty of the tall
trees. In 1972 Cherie came to Eugene to consider
enrollment at the University of Oregon. Her tour of
campus included time in the Eugene Pioneer Cem-
etery. It was covered in snow that allowed the trees
to stand out and be noticed. For Cherie, it gave her
a bit of the forest in the city, and it sealed her deci-
sion to attend school here. Its proximity to campus
gave her quick access and a sanctuary away from a
busy student life.
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After time away, Cherie re-
turned to Eugene and renewed
her relationship with the ceme- &%
tery. She has married and now '
takes her granddaughter for
walks, or rather runs, through
the open spaces. The fami-
ly enjoys a picnic meal and
observes their surroundings.
The trees had grown taller and o
yes, the cemetery’s occupancy Above, Cherle in March of 2025
had grown. Its “living history %nder one of the cedars at the

. - ugene Pioneer Cemetery.
of people” provides times of
exploration and a reflection
of her family ties. Cherie has grown, and the cemetery has
grown with her.

Photo by James Grimm



Transitioning to
eNewsletter

Please help us save time and money by
subscribing to our eNewsletter on the website,
www.eugenepioneercemetery.org/newsletters/

You may also write to
info@eugenepioneercemetery.org,
or use the Contact form on the website.

All our newsletters, going back to 2001, are avail-
able for download and printing from the website.

Thank you!

WHY SHOULDN’T THERE BE LIGHT

Why shouldn’t there be light:

sudden, blinding, that which we seek?

Why shouldn’t there be a rock to sit on,

an afternoon to spend, a twilight to welcome in?
I have been saving my nail parings for years

I keep them in a box; my eyes are pleated

with a history I can do nothing about.

Except to learn it. Backwards and forwards. Recite it

by rote as the wind picks up at sunset,

like the multiplication tables they beat into you.
This is my story, these are the clippings: the talons,
the claws, the scales that tore.

We have both been marked.

Come, sit with me, let me listen to your voice;
sometimes the light can be so beautiful.

By Abby Gershenzon

Abby Gershenzon is a writer who lives and works in
Eugene. She has spent many years enjoying the green
space at the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery.

Thank you!

Eugene Pioneer

Cemetery’s

Gracious Donors

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery is on the National Registry of
Historic Cemeteries. Our goal is to honor the men and
women who are at rest here. The Cemetery is an open and
inviting green space in a busy urban setting where visitors
can Cherish the Past, Look to the Future, and Live in the
Moment. All this is aided by your generous donations.
During 2024 the following people gave donations—over
and beyond annual dues—to Eugene Pioneer Cemetery
Association and/or the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endow-

ment Fund:

Up to $49:

Lou Ana Bagnell
Karen J. Bender
Mitchell Cloniger
Barby England-Fisher
Sally Green

Loi Hansen

Whitney Phillips
Mildred Rowland
Juliana Sandahl
George & Ruby Tollefson

$50-%99:

Jon P. Anderson

Robert A. Carmichael
Nancy & Dexter Danielson
David A. Delany
Elisabeth A. K. Goebel
Carol Y. Henderson

Trey Imfeld

James & Helen Jackson
Donovan L. Mack

Carol McMurtry Nelson
Mary E. Secor

Cori V. C. Taggart
Jeffrey & Kathleen Vogel
Martin Wall

George Wicks

$100-$249:

Clara Fay Anderson
Donna Bennett
Sandra J. Bisset
Merle & Bob Bottge

Robert Bounds
Nancy L. Cummings
Kate Greene

James T. Grimm
Ms. Sally Hoiland
Phillip Krohn
Johnny & Martha Lake
David W. Lightfoot
Helen Liu

Greg Malkasian

Jo Ann Purscelley
Kathleen Schales
Cathryn Susak
Carol E. Thompson
Dorothy Vangsnes

$250-3499:

Marna Broekhoff

Central Lutheran Foundation
Jerry D. Christian

Gary W. Hayes

Helen Jensen

Robert D. & Becky J. Lowry
Gary E. Mertz

Helen M. Reed

$500 or more:

Peter D’ Anna

Rich & Karen Brooks

Roy L. Hoiland

Quentin A. Holmes

Ruth “Lake” Holmes Trust
Dale Robert “Rob” Smith, Jr.
Deahn C. Kincaid Trust
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Announcements & Upcoming Events

2025 Memorial Day Service

Our Annual Memorial Day Service will be held at
11:00am on Monday, May 26th, 2025 at the Civil War
Veteran’s Plot at the Cemetery. Organized by Eugene
American Legion Post #3, plans for the formal cere-
mony include: members of the Sons of Union Veterans
dressed in Civil War military uniforms, a Three-Volley
“Black Powder Salute” in honor of all veterans who are
at rest in our cemetery and a choir performing patriotic
songs. Members of the Eugene Heritage Rose Group
will present roses on display in a Rose Celebration and
rose starts will be available for purchase. Come, pay
your respects, and enjoy this inspiring celebration!

Annual Meeting

Combined Annual Meetings of Eugene Pioneer Ceme-
tery Association and Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endow-
ment Fund, Inc. will be held Saturday, May 10th, 2025
from 10:00am to 1:00pm.

LOCATION: Recreation Hall of Daneland Mobile
Home Park at 1199 N. Terry Street, Eugene, OR 97402.

Annual Spring Work Party
Our major annual Spring Work Party is set up months
in advance. This year, it will be held just prior to
Memorial Day weekend: R
Walk-Thru:

Thursday, May 15th,11:30am.
Work Party:

Friday, May 23rd, 9am-3pm.

Come join us if you are able!
We can always use your help!

J

Other Volunteer Opportunities

Every third Saturday of the month, year round, you
will find Board President, Quentin Holmes, at the
Cemetery leading a crew of volunteers, including the
rose crew from the Eugene Heritage Rose Group. They
weed, mulch, prune, mow, take away fallen limbs, or
otherwise clean up and beautify the Cemetery. You
may contact us at info@eugenepioneercemetery.org for
more information, or just show up between 9am-2pm,
and lend us a hand! Many hands make light work!

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery

¢/ o Quentin A. Holmes
40338 Mohawk River Road
Marcola, Oregon 97454-9741

www.EugenePioneerCemetery.org




